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English	274	Diversity	in	Literature	

GE	Standard	IXa:	Level	II	Writing	Standard	

Courses	seeking	to	meet	the	Level	II	Writing	Standard	must:	(1)	be	a	200	or	300	level	
course,	(2)	require	ENGL	103	as	a	prerequisite,	(3)	incorporate	multiple	writing	
assignments	with	at	least	one	of	the	assignments	requiring	multiple	drafts,	(4)	use	the	
assessment	of	writing	assignments	to	determine	at	least	30	percent	of	a	student’s	overall	
course	grade,	and	(5)	have	an	enrollment	cap	of	26	students	or	less.	Additionally,	to	meet	
the	Standard,	courses	must	address	each of	the	three	Areas	listed	on	the	following	pages	in	
the	manner	specified	under	the	Area	headings.	 

Regarding Faculty that teach Level II Writing and Level III Writing courses:  

 Faculty teaching Level II Writing and Level III Writing courses must have completed the 
appropriate locally approved training sessions.  

 Faculty teaching Level II Writing and Level III Writing courses may be asked to voluntarily 
participate in a modest number of sessions with other Level II Writing and Level III Writing 
faculty in order to reflect upon and improve writing across the curriculum.  

These requirements will be met. 

Area	1:	Writing	Assignment	Design 

Briefly	describe	the	formal	and	informal	writing	assignments	that	will	be	used	for	learning	
subject	matter	in	this	course.	The	writing	assignments	should	be	spread	throughout	the	
entirety	of	the	course.	Explain	also	how	the	writing	assignments	will	be	used	to	help	
achieve	the	course’s	student	learning	outcomes.	In	particular,	address	how	the	writing	
assignments	will	help	the	student	to	explore	and	more	deeply	understand	the	course’s	
subject	matter.		

In	this	course,	students	will	write	weekly	journals	about	their	reading,	focused	on	
the	treatment	of	diversity	in	the	literature	as	well	as	the	craft	of	the	writers.		

In	addition,	their	formal	essays	will	develop	and	further	explore	the	course’s	subject	
matter,	diversity.		

Area	2:	Treatment	of	Writing	as	a	Developmental	Process 

Describe	briefly	how	the	writing	assignments	in	this	course	will	be	part	of	a	learning	
process	that	unfolds	through	several	iterations.	Some	examples	of	such	processes	are:	a	
sequence	of	preparatory	writings	that	lead	to	a	final	product;	a	set	of	regular	journal	
entries;	a	set	of	field	notes	progressing	to	a	report;	or,	a	set	of	interpretations/observations	
of	works,	each	examining	a	different	aspect	of	the	work	in	question.		



 

The	weekly	journal	entries	will	provide	a	starting	point	for	many	students.	

In	addition,	at	least	one	rough	draft,	preceded	by	pre‐writing,	will	receive	
commentary	from	either	class	members	and/or	the	professor	of	record	before	the	
preparation	of	the	final	draft.	Revisions	will	be	considered.	

 

Area	3:	Evaluation	and	Feedback	from	the	Instructor 

Describe	how	each	of	the	writing	assignments	will	be	evaluated	and	how	students	will	
receive	feedback	from	their	instructor.	Describe	the	opportunities	that	students	will	have	
to	apply	such	feedback	to	their	future	writing.	 

Your	course	is	asked	to	demonstrate	improvement	in	student	writing	skills.	 

Describe	what	direct	assessments	you	will	use	in	order	to	demonstrate	improvement	of	
such	skills	among	your	students.	 

Process:	The	weekly	journal	entries	will	receive	a	completeness	score,	along	with	
brief	comments	about	the	potential	for	writing	ideas,	either	on	D2L	or	on	paper.	The	
formal	essays	will	receive	a	grammatical	and	stylistic	review	and	comments	from	the	
professor.	In	the	case	of	grades	under	C,	these	comments	will	direct	student	revision.	
	
Improvement:	This	will	be	noted	in	the	journals	by	direct	written	comment.	The	
rubric	for	the	formal	papers	will	be	used	to	assess	improvement	between	the	first	
and	the	second	paper,	as	well	as	between	the	second	and	third	paper,	as	will	direct	
comments.	
	
Assessment:	The	rubric	for	the	three	papers	will	display	improvement.	If	a	student	
begins	with	a	weak	rating	on	an	item	such	as	using	quotations,	a	higher	rating	of	that	
category	on	the	next	rubric	will	be	evidence.	
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GE	Standard	III:	Communication	Standard	
	
	
Courses	seeking	to	meet	the	Communication	Standard	must:		
	

(i) Require	students	to	engage	in	particular	activities,	and		
(ii) Use	direct	assessment	to	demonstrate	improvement	of	student	skills	in	particular	

areas	
	
To	meet	the	Standard,	courses	must	address	each	of	the	first	three	areas	below	(Areas	
1,	2,	and	3),	and	must	address	at	least	one	of	the	last	four	areas	(Areas	4,	5,	6,	or	7).	
Direct	assessment	must	be	used	in	each	area	chosen.		
	
As	a	suggested	guideline,	the	General	Education	Committee	asks	faculty	to	consider	
devoting	at	least	25%	of	a	student’s	course	grade	to	the	assessment	of	Areas	1,	2,	and	
3	below.	
	
The	specific	requirements	for	addressing	and	assessing	each	Area	follow,	and	are	listed	under	
the	Area	headings	themselves.	One	page	is	devoted	to	each	of	the	seven	Areas.	
	
	

Area	1:	Acquisition	of	Relevant	Supportive	Evidence	
	
Briefly	describe	means	through	which	this	course	requires	students	to	do	the	following:		
	

 Support	verbal	and	written	communication	with	relevant	evidence	acquired	
through	textual,	visual,	and/or	audio	sources.		

	
Students	will	support	ideas	about	literary	works	in	structured	and	well‐
supported	discussions,	presentations,	and	paper	formats.	Presentations	will	
incorporate	video	sources.		

	
	
In	this	course	students	are	expected	to	demonstrate	improvement	in	one	or	more	of	the	
following	skills:		
	

 The	ability	to	support	verbal	and/or	written	communication	with	relevant	evidence	
acquired	from	textual	sources.	

 The	ability	to	support	verbal	and/or	written	communication	with	relevant	
evidence	acquired	from	visual	sources.	

 The	ability	to	support	verbal	and/or	written	communication	with	relevant	evidence	
acquired	from	audio	sources.	



Describe	what	direct	assessments	you	will	use	in	order	to	demonstrate	improvement	of	
such	skills	among	your	students.	
	

Students	will	give	a	presentation	on	an	artist’s	cultural/ethnic	background,	
providing	video	sources	in	the	form	of	interviews	and	biographical	
sketches.		
	
In	a	second	presentation	they	will	then	apply	that	information	to	a	reading	of	
an	individual	author’s	work.			
	
Both	presentations	will	be	evaluated	with	the	same	rubric:	Presentation	
Assessment.	

	 	
	

Area	2:	Demonstration	of	Higher‐Order	Thinking	Skills	
	
Briefly	describe	means	through	which	this	course	requires	students	to	do	the	following:		
	
•	 Demonstrate	higher‐order	thinking	skills	–	such	as	evaluation,	synthesis,	and	
critique	–	through	verbal	and/or	written	communication.	
	
Through	critical	analysis	papers,	research	projects,	and	presentations,	students	will	
defend	and	support	a	thesis,	incorporating	outside	sources	and	quotes	from	a	
literary	text.	
	
	
In	this	course	students	are	expected	to	demonstrate	improvement	in	one	or	more	of	the	
following	skills:		
	
•	 The	ability	to	evaluate	material	through	verbal	and/or	written	
												communication.		
•	 The	ability	to	synthesize	material	through	verbal	and/or	written	communication.	
•	 The	ability	to	critique	material	through	verbal	and/or	written	communication.	
	
Describe	what	direct	assessments	you	will	use	in	order	to	demonstrate	improvement	of	
such	skills	among	your	students.	
	
Over	the	course	of	the	semester	students	will	work	on	an	annotated	bibliography	in	
which	they	evaluate	the	merit	and	application	of	critical	texts	about	an	individual	
author’s	work.		
	
Students	will	begin	their	AB	with	a	less	challenging	text,	such	as	an	author	interview,	
and	build	to	more	advanced	peer	edited	articles	from	literary	databases.	
	
AB	entries	will	be	evaluated	using	the	same	rubric:	Annotated	Bibliography	
Assessment.	



	
Area	3:	Presentation	of	Organized	and	Supported	Information	

	
Briefly	describe	means	through	which	this	course	requires	students	to	do	the	following:	
	
•	 Present	organized	information	–	supported	with	relevant	facts,	reasoning,	and/or	
visual	aids	–	while	using	effective	and	clear	language.		
	
In	all	research	and	analytical	assignments,	students	must	create	clear,	well‐
structured	discussions	about	a	literary	work	that	are	supported	by	a	range	of	
sources.	This	applies	to	both	written	and	verbal	communication.	
	
	
In	this	course	students	are	expected	to	demonstrate	improvement	in	one	or	more	of	the	
following	skills:		
	
•	 The	ability	to	present	organized	information	–	supported	with	relevant	facts	–	with	
effective	and	clear	language.	
•	 The	ability	to	present	organized	information	–	supported	with	sound	reasoning	–	
with	effective	and	clear	language.	
•	 The	ability	to	present	organized	information	–	supported	with	visual	aids	–	in	
a	manner	in	which	the	receiver	can	comprehend	the	message.	
	
Describe	what	direct	assessments	you	will	use	in	order	to	demonstrate	improvement	of	
such	skills	among	your	students.	 	
	
Students	will	do	collaborative	presentations	on	an	author’s	cultural	background	
and	influences,	using	visual	media.	The	student	audience	will	provide	feedback	
on	the	presentations.	
	
Later	in	the	semester,	taking	the	student	feedback	into	consideration,	individual	
students	will	give	a	presentation	of	a	literary	work	by	that	author,	using	visual	
aids	to	highlight	elements	of	the	text.	
	
Both	presentations	will	be	evaluated	by	the	instructor	using	the	same	rubric:	
Presentation	Assessment.	
	
	

Area	7:	Employment	of	Organizational	Strategies	
	
Briefly	describe	means	through	which	this	course	requires	students	to	do	the	following:		
	
•	 Employ	a	variety	of	organizational	strategies,	such	as	pre‐writing	and/or	
brainstorming,	in	order	to	effectively	and	clearly	craft	a	message	or	idea.	
	
For	every	paper,	students	are	required	to	do	pre‐writing,	using	a	variety	of	



strategies,	depending	on	the	type	of	assignment.	
	
In	this	course	students	are	expected	to	demonstrate	improvement	in	one	or	more	of	the	
following	skills:		
	
•	 The	ability	to	employ	a	variety	of	organizational	strategies	(such	as	pre‐writing	or	
similar	strategies)	in	order	to	effectively	and	clearly	craft	a	message	or	idea.	
•	 The	ability	to	employ	a	variety	of	organizational	strategies	(such	as	
brainstorming	or	similar	strategies),	in	order	to	effectively	and	clearly	craft	a	
message	or	idea.	
	
Describe	what	direct	assessments	you	will	use	in	order	to	demonstrate	improvement	of	
such	skills	among	your	students.	
	
For	three	literary	analysis	papers,	students	must	create	and	apply	organizational	
strategies,	such	as	brainstorming	and	outlines.	Evidence	of	the	effectiveness	of	a	
strategy	is	assessed	paper	to	paper	with	the	same	rubric:	Single	Work	Analysis	
Assessment.	
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GE Standard II: Critical Thinking Standard 
	
Courses seeking to meet the Critical Thinking Standard must:  

(iii) Require students to engage in particular activities, and  
(iv) Use direct assessment to demonstrate improvement of student skills in particular areas 

 
To meet the Standard, courses must address each of the five areas listed on the following 
pages. Direct assessment must be used in each area.  
 
The specific requirements for addressing and assessing each Area follow, and are listed under the 
Area headings themselves. One page is devoted to each of the five Areas. 
 
 

Area 1: Logical Consistency 
 
Briefly describe contexts in which your course will require students to do one or more of the 
things listed in the following bullet points:  
 

 Understand that concepts share a logical framework. That is, understand that one idea 
makes sense given another. 

 Understand that, given a logical propositional system, no theorem of the system 
contradicts another. 

 
  In this course, students will use secondary source material to provide a framework for 
understanding issues of diversity as they appear in literary texts. Students will also analyze 
a range of literary works across genres. 
   
 
Your course is asked to demonstrate improvement in one or more of the following student skills: 
 

 The ability to offer or evaluate an argument by providing reasons that support the 
conclusion and employing logically sound argumentation. 

 The ability to offer or evaluate an argument without allowing a false inference to follow 
from true premises 

 When offering or evaluating an argument, the ability to show that the argument can 
be proved or at least sufficiently supported by data 

 When offering or evaluating an argument, the ability to show that the premises of the 
argument are true in the actual world 

 When discussing an argument, the ability to identify whether the right question or 
questions are being asked. 

 
Describe what direct assessments you will use in order to demonstrate improvement of such 
skills among your students. 



 By the end of the semester, students will have written three literary analysis papers in  
which they defend a thesis, using specific quotes (data) found in the text.  
 These papers will be assessed using the same rubric: ENGL 274 Single Work Analysis. 
 
 

Area 2: Clarity of Argumentation 
 
Briefly describe contexts in which your course will require students to do one or more of the 
things listed in the following bullet point:  
 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the process of developing or presenting an argument 
   
    Through class presentations and critical papers, students will demonstrate their 
    understanding of the elements of argument as they defend a claim about a literary text.  
  
 
Your course is asked to demonstrate improvement in one or more of the following student skills: 
 

 The ability to clearly state one point at a time 
 The ability to elaborate upon a statement if asked  
 The ability to provide examples that connect the student’s thoughts to life experiences  
 The ability to use analogies and metaphors to help people connect the student’s ideas to a 

variety of things that they already understand 
 The ability to demonstrate the sequential steps in developing or presenting an argument. 

 
Describe what direct assessments you will use in order to demonstrate improvement of such 
skills among your students. 
   
   Throughout the semester, students will post responses to readings on the D2L discussion 
   board, and elaborate on responses based on instructor feedback. Students will be assessed 
on the degree to which they have incorporated instructor feedback in improving their 
responses.  
   

Area 3: Ability to Assess Evidence 
 
Briefly describe contexts in which your course will require students to do one or more of the 
things listed in the following bullet point:  
 

 Demonstrate the skills required to estimate the value of evidence: 

     Through the process of written and spoken communication, students will assess critical 
     texts that deal with current perspectives on diversity in literature. They will also learn to  
     find those elements/quotes from a literary text that will support a claim. 
 
 
Your course is asked to demonstrate improvement in one or more of the following student skills: 
 



 The ability to evaluate whether claims are supported by the data provided 
 The ability to compare and contrast information that opposes an author’s position and 

that which supports it  
 The ability to evaluate whether all information used is clear, accurate, and relevant 

to the question at issue  
 The ability to evaluate whether an author has gathered sufficient information in making 

an argument 
 The ability to assess the extent and weight of any evidence provided 

 
Describe what direct assessments you will use in order to demonstrate improvement of such 
skills among your students. 
 
   Students will work throughout the semester on an annotated bibliography of research  
   sources and write evaluative annotations about the relevancy of the source, how it  
   compares to other sources, and usefulness of source for a research project.  
   Annotations will be assessed periodically, using the same rubric: Ann Bib Assessment. 
    
 

Area 4: Ability to Apply Evidence 
 
Briefly describe contexts in which your course will require students to do one or more of the 
things listed in the following bullet point:  
 

 Demonstrate the skills required to apply evidence during argumentation. 

    In responding to works of literature by authors from a number of diverse backgrounds, 
    students must demonstrate that they know a) how to create an arguable thesis b) how to 
    structure a cohesive and logically sound discussion c) how to bring in evidence to support 
    a claim. 
 
 
Your course is asked to demonstrate improvement in one or more of the following student skills: 
 

 The ability to restrict claims made to those supported by the available data   
 The ability to search for and uncover information that opposes your position as well as 

that which supports it  
 The ability to ensure that all information used is clear, accurate, and relevant to the 

question at issue  
 The ability to ensure that sufficient information has been gathered when formulating an 

argument or position 
 The ability to adequately explain the extent and weight of any available evidence 

 
Describe what direct assessments you will use in order to demonstrate improvement of such 
skills among your students. 
 
 



    Students will demonstrate that they can read a literary text (data) and understand an 
    author’s argument regardless of any preconceptions they may have had about an issue.  
     
    Students must demonstrate an increasing awareness of the complexities of an issue as 
    it appears in literary texts across three literary analysis papers, which will be assessed 
    using the same rubric: Single Work Analysis Assessment. 
 
 

Area 5: Ability to Reflect upon Assumptions, Including one’s Own 
 
Briefly describe contexts in which your course will require students to do one or more of the 
things listed in the following bullet point:  
 

 Examine assumptions critically, and suspend the conclusions that follow from a particular 
assumption in order to consider the viability of alternative assumptions and/or 
propositions. 

 
     Students must respond to a range of critical perspectives and weigh their merit in  
     understanding works of literature.  
    
 
Your course is asked to demonstrate improvement in one or more of the following student skills: 
 

 The ability to recognize the relevance and/or merit of alternative assumptions and 
perspectives 

 The understanding of the process of analyzing, reconsidering, and questioning 
assumptions 

 
Describe what direct assessments you will use in order to demonstrate improvement of such 
skills among your students. 
 
  In a brief reflection essay, students will examine their preconceptions about a culture/ 
  ethnic group. Students will receive instructor feedback on the first response. At the 
  end of the semester, students will write a final reflection piece assessed by the same rubric. 
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Assessment Rubric 
Presentation 

  Exceeds Satisfactory Improvement 
needed 

Unsatisfactory
 

Presence: 
Stands away from smart cart. 
Speaks/reads audibly and slowly. 
Makes eye contact with audience. 
 

Meets all
requirements 

Meets all 
requirements 

Formats generally 
okay, mistakes 
evident. 

Formats do not 
meet 
requirements. 

Articulateness: 
 

Polished, 
clear thesis. 

Clearly idea 
expressed. 

Expresses an idea, 
but needs 
clarity/focus. 

No idea 
expressed/vague  

Visuals: 
Video 
PowerPoint slides / Prezi 
 
  

Meets all 
structural 
requirements, 
with seamless 
transitions.  

Meets all 
structural 
requirements. 

Basic structural 
requirements 
met. Paragraph 
structure 
inconsistent. 

Structure obscures 
logical flow of 
paper, quotes may 
be missing/ 
Insufficient. 

Content: 
Introduces and explains visuals. 
Visuals relevant to discussion. 
Uses visuals to enhance and expand on 
text. 
Text analyzed thoroughly and 
thoughtfully. 
 

Clear 
understanding 
of text. Fresh 
insights & 
complexity. 
Understands 
elements of 
analysis. 
Effective use 
of quotes. 

Clear 
understanding 
of text and 
elements of 
literary 
analysis. 
Effective 
quotes. 

Understanding of 
text spotty. 
Support/ 
development is 
inconsistent. 
General 
understanding of 
elements of 
literary analysis. 

Superficial / no 
understanding of 
text that lacks 
support.  

Literary Analysis Conventions: 
Use of present tense 
Use of author’s last name 

Conventions 
met. 

Conventions 
met. 

Inconsistent tense 
and author name. 

Tense shifts 
obscure sense of 
discussion. Author 
name incorrect. 

Grammar & Mechanics 
 

Clear grasp of 
grammar & 
mechanics. 

Clear grasp of 
grammar & 
mechanics. 

Inconsistent grasp 
of grammar & 
mechanics. 
Mistakes may 
impede sense. 

No understanding 
of grammar and 
mechanics. 
Mistakes impede 
sense. 

Style  Polished, 
complex use 
of language. 

Language is 
clear, but lacks 
polish. 

Language 
sentence 
structure needs 
precision/may 
impede sense.  

Language impedes 
sense of paper. 
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Assessment Rubric 
Research Paper 

  Exceeds Satisfactory Improvement 
needed 

Unsatisfactory
 

MLA Formatting: 
Page format/Quote formatting/In‐text 
citation/Works Cited 

Meets all
requirements 

Meets all 
requirements 

Formats 
generally okay, 
mistakes 
evident. 

Formats do not 
meet 
requirements. 

Sources: 
Authoritative /represent range of 
perspectives / address literary technique 

Range of 
complexity 
and points of 
view. 

Meet 
assignment 
requirements. 

Meet 
requirements, 
but quality is 
inconsistent. 

Sources do not 
meet assignment 
requirements. 

Thesis: Defends an idea about the text that 
can be debated. 

Polished, clear 
thesis. 

Clearly idea 
expressed. 

Expresses an 
idea, but needs 
clarity/focus. 

No idea 
expressed/vague  

Structure:  
a) Introduction with background information 
about author/work & thesis. 
b) Clear, focused paragraphs that  
express a point.  
c) Effective conclusion that sums up 
discussion and provides closure. 
d) Source materials well integrated into 
discussion. 
e) Quotes embedded in paragraphs. 

Meets all 
structural 
requirements, 
with seamless 
transitions.  

Meets all 
structural 
requirements. 

Basic structural 
requirements 
met. Paragraph 
structure 
inconsistent. 

Structure 
obscures logical 
flow of paper, 
quotes may be 
missing/ 
Insufficient. 

Content: 
a) Clear understanding of text. 
b) Support in form of quotes and 
explanation/reasoning. 
c) Depth and complexity of discussion. 
d) Understanding of elements of literary 
analysis. 

Clear 
understanding 
of text. Fresh 
insights & 
complexity. 
Understands 
elements of 
analysis. 
Effective use 
of quotes. 

Clear 
understanding 
of text and 
elements of 
literary 
analysis. 
Effective 
quotes. 

Understanding 
of text spotty. 
Support/ 
development is 
inconsistent. 
General 
understanding of 
elements of 
literary analysis. 
 

Superficial 
discussion that 
lacks support. No 
understanding of 
text. 

Literary Analysis Conventions: 
Use of present tense 
Use of author’s last name 

Conventions 
met. 

Conventions 
met. 

Inconsistent 
tense and author 
name. 

Tense shifts 
obscure sense of 
discussion. 
Author name 
incorrect. 

Grammar & Mechanics  Clear grasp of 
grammar & 
mechanics. 

Clear grasp of 
grammar & 
mechanics. 

Inconsistent 
grasp of 
grammar & 
mechanics. 
Mistakes may 
impede sense. 

No understanding 
of grammar and 
mechanics. 
Mistakes impede 
sense. 

Style  Polished, 
complex use 
of language. 

Language is 
clear, but lacks 
polish. 

Language & 
sentence 
structure needs 
precision/may 
impede sense.  

Language
impedes sense of 
paper. 
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Assessment Rubric 
Single Work Analysis 
 

  Exceeds Satisfactory Improvement 
needed 

Unsatisfactory
 

MLA Formatting: 
Page format/Quote formatting/In‐text 
citation/Works Cited 

Meets all
requirements 

Meets all 
requirements 

Formats 
generally okay, 
mistakes 
evident. 

Formats do not 
meet 
requirements. 

Thesis: Defends an idea about the text that 
can be debated. 

Polished, clear 
thesis. 

Clearly idea 
expressed. 

Expresses an 
idea, but needs 
clarity/focus. 

No idea 
expressed/vague  

Structure:  
a) Introduction with background information 
about author/work & thesis. 
b) Clear, focused paragraphs that  
express a point.  
c) Effective conclusion that sums up 
discussion and provides closure. 
e) Quotes embedded in paragraphs. 

Meets all 
structural 
requirements, 
with seamless 
transitions.  

Meets all 
structural 
requirements. 

Basic structural 
requirements 
met. Paragraph 
structure 
inconsistent. 

Structure 
obscures logical 
flow of paper, 
quotes may be 
missing/ 
Insufficient. 

Content: 
a) Clear understanding of text. 
b) Support in form of quotes and 
explanation/reasoning. 
c) Depth and complexity of discussion. 
d) Understanding of elements of literary 
analysis. 

Clear 
understanding 
of text. Fresh 
insights & 
complexity. 
Understands 
elements of 
analysis. 
Effective use 
of quotes. 

Clear 
understanding 
of text and 
elements of 
literary 
analysis. 
Effective 
quotes. 

Understanding 
of text spotty. 
Support/ 
development is 
inconsistent. 
General 
understanding of 
elements of 
literary analysis. 
 

Superficial 
discussion that 
lacks support. No 
understanding of 
text. 

Literary Analysis Conventions: 
Use of present tense 
Use of author’s last name 

Conventions 
met. 

Conventions 
met. 

Inconsistent 
tense and author 
name. 

Tense shifts 
obscure sense of 
discussion. 
Author name 
incorrect. 

Grammar & Mechanics  Clear grasp of 
grammar & 
mechanics. 

Clear grasp of 
grammar & 
mechanics. 

Inconsistent 
grasp of 
grammar & 
mechanics. 
Mistakes may 
impede sense. 

No understanding 
of grammar and 
mechanics. 
Mistakes impede 
sense. 

Style  Polished, 
complex use 
of language. 

Language is 
clear, but lacks 
polish. 

Language & 
sentence 
structure needs 
precision/may 
impede sense.  

Language 
impedes sense of 
paper. 

 

	
	
	



	
ENGL 274 
Assessment Rubric 
Annotated Bibliography 
 
 

  Exceeds  Satisfactory  Improvement 
needed 

Unsatisfactory 
 

MLA Formatting: 
Page format 
Quote formatting 
In‐text citation 
Works Cited 

Meets 
formatting 
requirements. 

Meets 
formatting 
requirements 

Meets  
formatting 
requirements 
overall. Errors in 
specific citations. 

No 
understanding 
of formatting. 
 

Sources: 
Authoritative sources  
Sources that represent a 
range of perspectives 
Sources that address literary 
technique 

Assignment 
requirements 
met. Sources 
have depth & 
complexity.  

Assignment 
requirements 
met.  

Sources are 
inconsistent in 
their level of 
authority/subject 
areas and 
complexity.  

Sources do not 
meet 
assignment 
requirements. 

Annotations meet required 
content areas: 
Evaluative 
Critical  
Comparative 

Meets 
assignment 
requirements. 
Offer fresh 
insights/depth.

Meets 
assignment 
requirements. 

Overall, meets 
assignment 
requirements. 
Gaps in content 
& development. 

Doesn’t meet 
assignment 
requirements. 

Literary Analysis 
Conventions: 
Use of present tense 
Use of author’s last name 

Conventions 
met. 

Conventions 
met. 

Shifts in tense 
and author 
name. 

No 
understanding 
of literary 
conventions. 

Grammar & Mechanics  Clear 
understanding 
of grammar. 

Clear 
understanding 
of grammar. 

Inconsistent 
understanding of 
grammar/may 
impede sense. 

Grammar errors 
impede sense 
of paper. 

Style  Polished, 
sophisticated 
prose. 

Clear prose, 
but may lack 
polish. 

Language needs 
precision/may 
impede sense.  

Style impedes 
sense of paper. 
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