Useful and often-cited research and news sites:

http://www.economist.com/ A very high quality politics and economics journal. Lots of insight. 
http://www.worldnews.com/ Links for many newspapers from around the world
http://www.cfc.dnd.ca/spotlight.en.html Links to current military/conflict news stories, put together and updated daily from the Canadian Forces College. Includes many British and Canadian newspapers to expand your mind. For some more fun with news and views, compare and contrast the Nation which is on the political left, with the Weekly Standard or National Review on the right. With whom do you agree more and why? (links on main website)
Arguably the world’s best paper for political and financial analysis is the Financial Times at www.ft.com/world  Another acceptable paper is the New York Times www.nyt.com  and the a good source of information is the BBC at www.bbc.com
You should also check out http://euobserver.com
Conservative-leaning think tanks, research organizations and publications:

The Heritage Foundation http://www.heritage.org
The American Enterprise Institute http://www.aei.org
The Weekly Standard http://www.weeklystandard.com
Liberal leaning think tanks, research organizations and publications:
The Soros Foundation http://www.soros.org
The American Prospect http://www.prospect.org/web/index.ww
http://www.moveon.org
Others, more apolitical: The Cato Institute http://www.cato.org
The Rand Corporation http://www.rand.org
Good set of links on military/history issues is: http://www.sais-jhu.edu/cse/links.htm collected by Bill Arkin. 
Some of the Research/Lobby/Activist/Action Organizations include:
http://www.fas.org/ The Federation of American Scientists. A high quality arms control organization, with information and links on all sorts of Weapons of Mass Destruction issues.
http://cns.miis.edu The Center for Nonproliferation Studies at the Monterey Institute for International Studies: good on proliferation issues, and a superb list of links to other proliferation and security-related sites.
http://www.stimson.org/  another research center which is nonprofit, nonpartisan and devoted to enhancing international peace and security through a unique combination of rigorous analysis and outreach. 

There are several links that explain citations and how to use them, via this link, under Writing: http://www.nd.edu/~dlindley/handouts/handoutlinks.html 
 EUROPEAN UNION LINKS
Encyclopedia on the EU, maps and links to EU policies
www.theepc.be 
http://europa.eu.int/index_en.htm 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/dg10/eur_dial/index.html 
http://news.ft.com/news/home/us
http://usinfo.state.gov/homepage.htm 
http://search.lycos.com/raf/default.asp 
