Caption: ESU students participated in Eurosim 2009, from April 2 to 5, at Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y.  Those participating include ( from left): Christina Squires, Michael Yatison, Jeffrey Buck, AnnMarie Dever, Anthony Jablonowski, Kyle Duffy, Marfo Ofori-Atta, Zachary Marshall, Joseph Moschella, Sean Jensen, and  Dr. Leif Johan Eliasson, assistant professor of political science at ESU. 
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Ten undergraduate students from East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania recently participated in Eurosim, a four-day international simulation of the European Union (EU), the world’s largest economic and political union. This year’s Eurosim event, held April 2 to 5 at Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y., attracted 220 students from 25 universities in Europe and the United States.  

Dr. Leif Johan Eliasson, assistant professor of political science at ESU, organized and funded the trip to Eurosim 2009 with a faculty development and research grant from the ESU Office of Graduate Studies and Research. The following students, represented ESU: Michael Yatison, a history major from Pittston, Pa.; Christina Squires, a political science/French major from East Stroudsburg, Pa.; Jeffrey Buck, a special education major from West Chester, Pa.; Anthony Jablonowski, a political science major from Carbondale, Pa.; Joseph Moschella, a pre-law major from Brodheadsville, Pa.; Zachary Marshall, a special education major from Pemberton, N.J.; Sean Jensen, a political science major from Collegeville, Pa.; Kyle Duffy, a political science major from Altoona, Pa.; Marfo Ofori-Atta, a political science major from Princeton, N.J.; and, AnnMarie Dever, a pre-law major from Tobyhanna, Pa. 
Dr. Eliasson said, “The simulation enhances participants’ understanding of Europe and international politics, while simultaneously sowing seeds of transatlantic understanding and friendship among participants. Learning about the world’s largest economic and political union of states is crucial. In addition, engaging with students from over twenty different countries in an intense academic setting – but where there are also opportunities for social interactions – is extremely rewarding culturally, socially, and academically. The ESU students did a fantastic job, and ESU can be proud. They performed well, learned a lot, had a fun and rewarding experience, and served as true ambassadors for ESU.” 
The four-day Eurosim program is an annual event that includes roughly 28 hours of meetings in the various EU committees where, just as in the real EU, intense discussions and debates on the conference agenda take place, as well as other issues that arise during the negotiations. Students assume the role of a real policy maker (head of government or minister), extensively research policy issues and negotiation strategies before the simulation, and then apply their substantive knowledge and negotiating skills in the negotiations with other countries, represented by other schools.  Eurosim allows students to utilize acquired knowledge of the European Union, negotiation strategies, bargaining skills, and specific policy issues under circumstances, and with rules resembling those facing real life policy makers, in an applied setting.  The simulation follows the rules and procedures applied in the governing institutions and committees of the EU. Participants familiarize themselves with workings of the EU, the simulation topic, and the assigned countries and alter ego roles (which are provided to participants months in advance), at home universities under faculty guidance.

Eurosim is organized by the Transatlantic Consortium for European Union studies and Simulations (TACEUSS), a not-for-profit corporation comprised of dues-paying colleges and universities both in Europe and North America.  Dr. Eliasson serves as the assistant American director for Eurosim and was the program writer for Eurosim 2009.
For more information, contact Dr. Eliasson at (570) 422-3250.
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