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The primary objective of this course is to provide you with the basic skills required to read, explain, plan, design, and execute good social science research. This includes the ability to frame research questions in meaningful and useful ways; to critically analyze yours and others’ research designs; to identify and appropriately collect data, and to utilize qualitative and/or quantitative information in research. Most quantitative research involves some kind of statistical analysis of relationships, and this course will also introduce you to – or enhance your skills with – several such techniques. While there are many different software programs we will use only one, SPSS. 
We will discuss the fundamentals of research – qualitative, quantitative, and combinations thereof– looking at conceptual and methodological problems associated with research in the social sciences generally. We look at the understanding, construction, and application of research by way of textbooks, class room examples, and journal articles using different theoretical and methodological approaches. While unable to discuss all methodological challenges and issues that arise when conducting research we will address some of the most common (e.g. case selection, the role of counterfactuals), while also devoting ample time to specific techniques, such as graphical representations of data (summary statistics, frequency distributions), correlation, statistical inference, and regression.
More specifically, throughout the course you will be exposed to and engage in all steps of research, from probing, conceptualization and articulation of a research question, to research design, to testing and analysis. “Probing” refers to figuring out what is particularly interesting with a specific event or larger development, and whether there is actually a puzzle to be solved. Conceptualization refers to the way in which we try to make sense of a phenomenon or term. E.g. “democracy” or “liberal” are contested concepts in need of research-specific definitions in order to be used in a research design and analysis. Articulation is a formal specification of a proposed relationship, or the absence thereof, in a hypothesis, which can then be tested. 
We begin by looking at concepts, methods and techniques at the most fundamental level: how do we decide what kinds of arguments would be valuable to make? This is basically a discussion of philosophy of science, attempting to define and relate the notions of conceptualization, causality, explanation, generality, and so on. We look at what research is, what we do, how we structure research and what terms, measurements, definitions and concepts apply, before moving on to issues such as validity, reliability, and generalizability; stating and clarifying hypotheses and related problems. The aforementioned elements are at the heart of good research irrespective of method (qualitative/quantitative; case studies/large-N). 
Plenty of time is devoted to your research. Everyone is encouraged to start thinking about their topic early in the semester as this will enable myself, and your classmates, to help you narrow the topic to a specific question useful for your thesis or course project. Presenting your research outline in class serves two purposes. First, it provides practice with presenting a project orally and graphically. Second, it allows for constructive criticism on your project before revising and submitting your 7-8 page class paper or 8-9 page Master’s Thesis proposal. This feedback session should be utilized to its fullest as comments and suggestions have previously shown to save time and improve the quality of the finished project. See below for further guidelines on your class room presentation and final paper. 
Finally, while doing good research may appear a daunting task, research can be fun, exciting, and rewarding. Remember that this is not a full-blown statistics class. While statistics can appear intimidating, the basics are not hard, and require little if any mathematical sophistication. Remember, good research, whether qualitative or quantitative, requires much more than number crunching techniques. Research methods can best be learned by repeated exposure, so stick with it and it will sink in. Course readings and class sessions are also designed with this in mind, with plenty of overlap and repetition. While this course provides you with knowledge useful for your thesis (as well as highly marketable skills when applying for a job), time constraints prevents in-depth discussions on many relevant topics and techniques. Should you wish to pursue qualitative or quantitative methods further I will be happy to provide you with suggestions on readings.
Participation  
I want lively yet civilized discussions. Hesitation due to fear of revealing a lack of knowledge or understanding is natural, but I encourage you to engage the material; the statistical probability that you alone have a specific question is extremely low so speak out.

While you must write and submit your own work, in your own words (and you are wholly and solely responsible for your work), I strongly encourage students to cooperate on assignments, in preparations for the exam, and on thesis proposals or course projects. Honing research skills, like good writing, requires exposure: the more feedback you receive on your research question and paper, the better the result. This is why I require everyone to provide critical feedback on others’ material. Remember that researchers and writers in all fields ask colleagues to read and comment on their work, and frequently re-write articles and books numerous times prior to publication (5-6 re-writes are not uncommon).  Any plagiarism or other form of cheating is totally unacceptable.(See Academic Honesty below)
Should you have any special needs, or you wish to discuss other issues related to the course, please do not hesitate to come see me.
Academic Honesty
Students are responsible for knowing the rules and conditions under which university credit may legitimately be obtained. Plagiarism is not tolerated. Violations of academic honesty will be viewed with the utmost seriousness, resulting in a failing grade, as well as all other appropriate sanctions in line with university policy. See further the university’s Academic Integrity Policy. 
A few words on readings, assignments and the workload 
All readings are to be done prior to class, thus enabling you to ask pertinent questions on the readings and related material. The lectures and discussions are not intended to merely regurgitate readings, but to go beyond these and also provide different examples of the material discussed in the assigned texts. Though SPSS will be introduced during scheduled lab hours, time restraints mean many students will need to spend time outside class learning certain features in SPSS in order to carry out assignments and to produce a class paper or thesis proposal. The Pollack text and accompanying CD are very helpful, as are several websites (see below). 
The assignments in Pollock’s book are, with the exceptions noted in your required assignments, voluntary, and meant to help you understand the material. Thus you are not required to submit any exercises except those included in the course assignments. All submissions, without exception, are to be typed in 12 point font. Assignments are to be submitted in hardcopy unless I agree (in advance) to other arrangements. 
Texts 
Pollock, M III (2005) The Essentials of Political Analysis CQ Press Second Ed
King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane and Sidney Verba (1994) Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research Princeton: Princeton University Press

Bennett, Andrew (1999) “Causal Inference in Case Studies: From Mill’s Methods to Causal Mechanisms” Paper presented at the 1999 American Political Science Association Annual Meeting at http://www.georgetown.edu/faculty/bennetta/APSA99.html
Optional: Dennis Hinkle, William Wiersma and Stehpen Jurs (1998) Applied Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin Company 4th ed or other similar statistics textbook

Optional: Bennett, A., & Alexander, G. (1997). “Process Tracing in Case Study Research” Presented at the MacArthur Foundation Workshop on Case Study Methods. Harvard University: Belfare Center for Science and International Affairs. October 17-19 at http://www.polisci.wisc.edu/~kritzer/teaching/ps816/ProcessTracing.htm
For help with SPSS the following site may be useful

http://www.ats.ucla.edu/stat/spss/default.htm
Another useful site is www.nyu.edu/its/socsci/statistics.html
For an excellent, and more extensive, introduction to qualitative and quantitative research methods and techniques, including design, execution, benefits and problems see  http://www.slais.ubc.ca/resources/research_methods/case.htm This site has links to over one hundred data bases with downloadable data and other links which can prove useful in answering questions and concerns that may arise in your current and future research.

Data on Democracy: http://data.fas.harvard.edu/ROAD/    and http://www.cidcm.umd.edu/polity/  (POLITY IV)
2002 GSS DATA: http://www.cpanda.org/data/a00079/a00079.html
Polls: http://poll.gallup.com/  or http://people-press.org/dataarchive
World Public Opinion: http://www.worldpublicopinion.org/?nid=&id=&lb=hmpg
Reports and data on all areas of international relations: http://www.isn.ethz.ch/pubs
You will also find readily available data on our university site, the I-drive, where we have for example the GSS and world-data datasets.  Some of you will likely prefer to find data of your own on a topic that is interesting to you. 
Outline:
Week 1 (8/30): Introduction, course outline and expectations. Overview of research: structure and methods.
Week 2 (9/6): Concepts, validity, reliability, levels of measurement.
Pollock, Introduction and ch. 1

KKV, preface – p.11, p. 23-26. 
Week 3 (9/13): The theory of research, and the theory behind a research project. Rosenau, J. “Thinking Theory Thoroughly” in Rosenau, J. (ed)(1980) The Scientific Study of Foreign Policy London: Frances Pinter, p.19-31 (Handout)
Pollock, ch. 2

KKV ch. 1, p.12-33 and ch. 3, p.99-112.
Week 4 (9/20):  Practical applications, beginning with descriptive summaries and measures of central tendency, frequency distributions and cross tabs, and revisiting validity and reliability 
Pollock, ch. 3 

Week 5 (9/27) Kurt Wimer International Relations Lecture Abeloff Performing Arts Center 7pm Attendance is mandatory

Assignment 1 due
Week 6 (10/4) Descriptive inference, data collection and analysis 

Pollock ch. 4 -5

KKV, Ch. 2 (Skip the formulas for now) 
Bennett, 1999 (see above)

Week 7 (10/11): Sampling and descriptive inference continued. 

KKV ch. 2  
Census Bureau Report Handout (Discussed in class) 
Assignment 2 due
Week 8 (10/18): Introduction to correlation and causation. 
KKV, ch. 3

Pollock, ch. 3 (p. 61-64) and ch. 6, ch. 7 p. 154-156
The Economist (2006) “The Euro and Trade” June 24th (retrieve from Lexis-Nexis)

Week 9 (10/25): T-test, means comparisons, ANOVA, bias, and other selection problems in case studies and large-N studies

KKV ch. 4

Review Pollock ch. 5  
Assignment 3 due
Week 10 (11/1): Research design: how to implement recommendations, think theoretically, and structure a proposal….(revisit the readings for weeks 3 and 9, as well as KKV ch. 5) 
Look at the example of a proposal posted on my website.

Week 11 (11/8): Hypothesis testing and linear regression. We will also discuss more ways of overcoming research problems and address lingering questions on structuring a research project or thesis. 
Pollock, ch. 7 & ch. 9

http://www.slais.ubc.ca/resources/research_methods/case.htm 

Assignment 4 due
Week 12 (11/15):  KKV ch. 6. Review Pollock ch. 6,8 and 9

Continuation of regression. 
Donovan, Denemark, Bowler (2007) “Trust in Government: The United States in Comparative Perspective” in Kenneth Hoover and Todd Donovan (2007) The Elements of Social Scientific Thinking, (9th ed) Thomseon-Wadsworth Handout
Thesis and research proposals due at 7 pm. 
Week 13 (11/29): Presentations (7). Assignment 5 due
Week 14 (12/6) Remaining presentations .

Week 15 : The project or thesis proposal is due MONDAY December 11 at 12 noon. Everyone must submit one hardcopy and one e-copy (to jeliasson@po-box.esu.edu). Penalties of one full letter grade per day are assigned to late submissions.
Grading
Participation: 20%

Assignments: 30% 
Presentation: 20% (class presentation 10%, substance 10%)

Project/proposal: 30%

I will do my best to provide everyone with support and assistance throughout the course. Conversely, it is your responsibility to submit all requested material on time. Two or more late submissions will lower your course grade by a full letter grade, so please plan accordingly. 
Thesis proposal
Masters students writing a thesis must submit a proposal of 8-9 pages, plus a 1- page bibliography. It should clearly explain the “why, what, how and when” of your proposed thesis. That is, a general introduction presents your reader with the topic at hand and why it is interesting, along with some references to the relevant literature. Thereafter you outline -in a structured, cohesive, and cogent fashion- why a particular issue is worthy of study and why we should be interested. In other words, this is where you answer the important “of what is this an instant?” providing a theoretical justification for your argument.

Following this section is the critically important specification of your research question: what exactly are you trying to answer, or, if conducting an exploratory study, what is it you ultimately hope to answer? Because the analysis becomes hypothesis generating it ultimately involves the same features as all other well-organized and replicable studies. What variables are you looking at?  Are there competing arguments or hypotheses?

The next section explains how you are going to conduct your research. How do you intend to show causality if you have a proposition, or, how will you test your hypothesis? How are your variables defined? What methodology(ies) will you use? What data do you need? What are some potential problems? Do you need permission of any kind (data, approval forms for interviews etc)? Importantly: how will we know if your argument or hypothesis is wrong? What would question or disprove your theory?
When and where will you collect the data needed? Are there potential problems with accessibility and time constraints? Discuss any problems you think you may encounter (such as collinearity and endogeneity) that might be present in your analysis. 
NOTE: If you intend to write a strictly qualitative thesis you will still need to run at least two correlations and two Ordinary Least Squared Regression analyses, stating the hypotheses and explaining the results as if your reader had never seen the data. While not a requirement, you may wish to use variables applicable or related to your thesis (properly defined) as it may help clarify, indicate support for, and/or refute your argument.
Course project 
This assignment asks you to construct an argument, design a research strategy, test your hypothesis, and report your results. Your paper should have four parts: 

First, discuss the question you are asking. State the question as a testable hypothesis and explain why the hypothesis is reasonable. That is, provide a theoretical justification for your argument.  Briefly discuss the significance of the question, preferably with some citations to relevant literature on the topic at hand. 

Second, discuss the methods and variables that will be used in testing the hypothesis.  Be clear about what these variables are (you are writing for an audience that has never seen your data set).  Explain why the variables are included. Discuss the relationship that you expect to find between the independent and dependent variables (i.e., whether the relationship should be positive or negative). 

You will probably want to run several different correlations/regressions.  For example, you might want to study the effects of including an additional variable, dropping a variable, adding variables, or estimating over a subset of your data.  This is a good thing to do, but you should not take it to extremes.  No one will want to read your paper if it has thirty-seven different regressions.  Try to include the most appropriate and informative results.  Some of your statistical work will not find its way into your paper. 

Third, report the results of your correlation or regression analysis. Provide the numerical results in clear, readable tables; interpret and elaborate on the results carefully. Explain if the hypothesis(es) is/are confirmed or rejected, etc. 

Fourth, look for potential problems in your quantitative analysis and discuss how you might extend the model if additional data were available. Discuss any problems (such as collinearity and endogeneity) that might be present in your analysis.  In particular, look for collinearity among your independent variables.  For our purposes, the point is not so much to “fix” these problems as to be aware of them. If you develop an interesting argument, come up with a strategy to test it, and find that there is no evidence to support it, that is an interesting result in itself.  Avoid using statistical methods in order to hunt for significant findings. 
Along with your regression results, include summary statistics of the variables (mean and standard deviation for continuous variables, frequencies categorical variables). Be careful as you introduce your data: discuss units of measurement of the variables, their sources, etc. 

