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Politics is about “who gets what, where, and how.” In other words, it concerns the allocation of resources, whether human, economic, social, or cultural. Its ubiquitous nature means that we as citizens all participate in politics on a daily basis since every decision we make influences the allocation and utilization of some resource. This also means that studying and explaining politics is a study of human behavior and motivations, including ideas, capabilities, and institutions. This survey course is designed to provide a brief introduction to some of these areas. We look at concepts and structures, ideas and events which are found in societies globally, even if we frequently use empirical examples from the American experience and our contemporary system before examining other systems around the globe; this facilitates a more fruitful understanding of the issues and topics under consideration. 
Course Objectives: 

No college course should not entail feeding you material to simply regurgitate. Put differently, rote learning is meaningless. While certain dates, names and statistics are important, greater emphasis is placed on your ability to understand concepts and definitions. The contestation of ideologies and theories are at the heart of politics, and this course provides material and discussions which enable you to better understand why certain developments occur. The intention is to make you think through issues, pondering the larger question in play, before making your own informed decisions based on logical argumentation rather than unfounded justifications. You will be a better citizen if you understand more fully the major problems facing our community and our ever more interconnected and interdependent world. Many of you will be leaders in your various fields and will assume positions of responsibility. The more you are aware of and knowledgeable about our major problems, the more you may be able to save lives, improve the economy, reduce pollution, or increase prosperity. 
To this effect the course is meant to 

A) make you ponder the ideas and arguments you encounter every day, and to think about the underlying premises, including questions of right and wrong, morality and ethics, power and influence. 

B) make you aware of your ideological position; as you will experience, everyone has ideas of what should be done in society.

C) enhance your knowledge and understanding of how our society (local and global) work, and why certain decisions and policies dominate.

D) help you express your ideas and views more coherently–verbally and in writing–critical components in any job.

Course Structure:

The lectures will not be based solely on the assigned text, but will elaborate on, complement and supplement your readings. By combining the information and analyses in the reading, lectures, classroom discussions, with your notes you will acquire a broader, more comprehensive, understanding of the topic than is possible from simply reading or attending class. Reaping the rewards of knowledge requires assiduousness; engaging the readings and classroom lectures, along with appropriate note-taking, and some independent research. Remember, readings are assigned because they are relevant to the topic at hand. 
Staying abreast of current political events is crucial. I encourage you to read newspapers with knowledgeable and in-depth national and international reporting, and to take advantage of some online sites referenced in your book and in class. The Financial Times (www.ft.com), New York Times (wwwnyt.com), British Broadcasting Company (www.bbc.com), or LeMonde (www.lemonde.fr) all have excellent coverage of national and international news. Check out http://www.cfc.dnd.ca/spotlight.en.html with links to current news stories, put together and updated daily from the Canadian Forces College. This site includes major American and international newspapers, all to help broaden your horizon. For some more fun with news and views, compare and contrast the Nation (www.thenation.com) which is on the political left, with the Weekly Standard (http://www.weeklystandard.com) or National Review (http://www.nationalreview.com) on the right. Compare how they cover the same developments differently.
There will also be informative guest speakers, videos, articles and special reports. If you mesh all the course material you should have a thorough understanding of the issues covered in the course. To preempt the question: “What will be on the exams?”, the answer is anything covered in the textbook, lectures, class discussions, videos, films, and presentations by guest speakers may appear on the quizzes and exams. 

Expectations: 

You are fully responsible for your performance in the course. Since you have chosen to enroll I expect you will fulfill the course requirements to the best of your ability. It is your prerogative whether you attend class sessions, but attendance (when taken) and participation count towards your grade. I expect you to bring viewpoints, questions, and ideas to class. With much information conveyed in class it is difficult to receive a good grade should you choose not to attend. Politics is a live field of study, and there will be current developments that pertain to our lectures and discussions, so time will be devoted to discuss such events. 

Should I notice insufficient preparedness and participation, I reserve the right to require written summaries of specific readings. Failing to submit summaries when so requested will result in a 10% deduction on the final exam. That said, I would prefer not to invoke the aforementioned measure, so to ensure an interesting and educational course please come to class prepared. I also have no desire to see anyone struggle unnecessarily, so please do not hesitate ask questions and discuss concerns; I am more than willing to work with you to find a solution to any problem that may arise. 
The Journal:

You are required to submit a substantive journal which consists of four constructive critiques of issues or topics, and one critique of an article of your choice from a scholarly journal (see list at the end). You are in essence submitting 5 short papers, in the form of critiques.

-Entry 1 Choose one theoretical or ideological approach and explain its main assumptions: its premise, strengths, and main weaknesses. You may include examples of how it is purported to be of help in explaining observable action. A few examples of ideologies include conservatism, liberalism, or feminism. Examples of theories include realism and liberal institutionalism. Use your textbook and assigned reading.

-Entry 2 Choose one topic of your choice (e.g. terrorism, war, development, foreign aid, elections, democracy, nationalism, state-building, adherence to international law, sovereignty). Explain briefly the main ways in which scholars have tried to explain the topic’s occurrence and developments, e.g. what is war? What explains it? What kinds are there? What preventive approaches do states use? Why is it not more frequent? 

-Entries 3 & 4 Choose two articles from the assigned readings and explain the main argument in each article. Answering the question “Of what is this an instance?” entails setting aside the names, dates and numbers in the article and identifying the larger issue addressed. Is it an article about war, human security, social engagement, state sovereignty, group activity, morality or something similar? (see further below under the heading Readings). Address some weaknesses in the argument and/or the presentation (is appropriate evidence used? Is it an opinion presented devoid of facts?). 

-Entry 5 Choose an article on a topic of your choice topic that interests you. The article of choice must be from a scholarly, peer-reviewed, journal listed in the Appendix. It can be dated no earlier than January 2005. 

As in any paper, if using a statement, written passage, or idea from any source other than that which you are critiquing, you must reference appropriately. There are several links that explain citations and how to use them, via this link, under Writing: http://www.nd.edu/~dlindley/handouts/handoutlinks.html 

Each entry should be 250-350 words (doubled spaced, 12 point font). Entries # 3-5 must begin with a clearly stated title, author, date, publication, and, for journal articles, the volume, number and pages. The journal is due no later than 10 am December 3rd, 2007 (stapled, typed, with the checklist and a second coversheet including your name, course, section number and date). No handwritten journals; and only hardcopies are accepted. 

The assigned length for each critique is extremely short. Please note that writing a short piece, though more difficult, serves a dual purpose. First, you are forced to familiarize yourself with research on an important issue; second, adhering to strict limitations requires focused and succinct writing, skills that take time to develop but which are necessary in any field of study or line of work. Should you have questions please come see me. Wikipedia is full of errors and its references are unacceptable.

A note on Journals: 

An “A” entry is one where:

· concepts are identified correctly, answers are concise, no vital information is left out but little superfluous information is included;

· arguments are concise and to the point, and the paper addresses only the issue at hand;

· the argument is structured so the reader can easily identify the main point(s);

· the support provided is relevant to the argument(s), easily understood, and the paper has a natural flow (good transitions between paragraphs);

· references and citations are included where appropriate;

· the author does not rely solely on “spell-check” as the final determinant, but re-reads and re-writes the paper to make it as good as possible, which frequently entails having others critique the paper prior to submission.

“D” entries are where 

· concepts and identifications are vague, only partially correct or insufficiently

identified, yet there are indications that the writer knows something about the issue; 

· some vital information is presented, but in an ad hoc fashion without structure or relevant support;

· there are several grammatical errors and incoherent sentences, resulting in an unstructured paper lacking continuity and flow, rendering it difficult to comprehend what the writer means;

· proper referencing is omitted. 

Academic Honesty:

Students are responsible for knowing the rules and conditions under which university credit may legitimately be obtained. Plagiarism is not tolerated, and is penalized with a failing grade in the course, as well as any and all additional measures appropriate under university rules. Violations of academic honesty will be viewed with the utmost seriousness and appropriate sanctions in line with university policy will be applied. See further the university’s Academic Integrity Policy. 
Literature:
Grigsby, Ellen (2005) Analyze Politics, an Introduction to Political Science London and New York: Wadsworth Publishers
There will also be several articles on economic development, aid, migration, and other issues.  Unless accompanied by “Handout” or “WebCT”, all articles are available electronically through the library or on the web. This structure is intended to save you money by not publishing a formal reader for which you would have to pay.

Instructions for retrieving newspaper articles and magazine articles (for example Financial Times, New York Times, The Economist) through the library: 
a) Go to the library’s homepage→ click on databases → scroll down and click on Academic Universe → LexisNexis → Current subscribers “academic discipline” → go→ guided news search.

b) Under news category choose general news.
c) Under news source choose major papers if searching for a newspaper (e.g. New York Times) or magazines if looking for a magazine (e.g. The Economist). 

d) Type in all or parts of the title of the article. 

e) Narrow the range to the time period during which the article was published (ex: 2005-2006).

f) Type in the source (e.g. Financial Times) and hit search.
Instructions for retrieving assigned journal articles (ex: Foreign Policy, Foreign Affairs): 

a) Go to the library’s homepage and click on Full-Text Electronic journals. 

b) In “title begins with” type the journal name and click search.

c) Click on one of the data bases holding the journal (e.g. Business Source Premier or Academic Search Premier). 
d) Type in all or parts of the title of the article under “Find” (exclude quotation marks).

e) Scroll down and check “Full text”.

f) Type in the name of the publication and the publication date range in the appropriate spaces; click search. 

g) Go to “Full text” to print the article. 

I will demonstrate the above procedures once in class. Should you miss this session please contact fellow students or the librarian for assistance. 

Aside from a situation where there is an error in the information on the article as provided on this syllabus the responsibility falls upon you to access the articles assigned and to read them prior to the date for which they are assigned. 

A Final Note on Readings:

Readings are assigned because they are important, informative and pertinent to the topic at hand. When reading the assigned articles (whether newspaper articles, analyses or journal articles) please ask yourself: “Of what is this an instance?” This applies to all the social sciences. In other words, aside from the empirics of the specific case analyzed, what is the larger issue at stake?  Put yet another way: what is the larger issue discussed, removed from the particulars of the specific incident and actors? For example, most discussions of welfare reform are at heart debate of the proper role of the nation state in caring for its citizens vis-à-vis individual responsibility. The debate over surveillance techniques, national ID cards, and other security measures pertain to the debate over the state’s role in providing security vis-à-vis individual privacy. 

Some weeks have more reading assigned than others, so plan accordingly. The textbook chapters and other assigned book chapters are brief, and the Financial Times and New York Times articles are 2 pages or less. You are encouraged to read the suggested readings as they may help broaden your understanding of the issues and topics discussed. You may wish to spend an hour at the beginning of the semester accessing and printing, or saving to a disk, all assigned articles so that that you have them accessible throughout the semester.

-Note: this is a tentative syllabus, changes may occur. Please consult the NEWS section on the course WebCT site at least twice a week -
Week 1 (8/27-8/31) Introduction to Politics 
M: Introduction

Grigsby ch.1 & ch. 3
Week 2 (9/4-9/7) Introduction to the state and representative systems
Grigsby ch. 3 continued, Grigsby ch. 2 (Q: what is power? What is a nation? What are methods used in studying social behavior and policy making, that is, politics? Answer the questions at the end of the chapters)
Pei, M. (2003) “The Paradoxes of American Nationalism” Foreign Policy May/June, p. 31-37 Access through E-journals (Q: What is his main argument? How does American nationalism differ from other peoples’ nationalism? Or does it not differ? )
Week 3 (9/10-9/14) Different theories of governing structures and systems of representation

Grigsby ch. 4 (Q: What is the role of the state? Try to answer the questions at the end of the chapter)
Economic and physical security and individual rights:

- Stephens, P. (2005) “If the balance tilts towards security, liberty will pay” Financial Times March 11 (Aside from the examples from Britain, what is the larger question? How far should the state restrict our liberty? Must we choose between security and liberty or can we secure both?) 
- Wolf, M. (2006) “Freedom of speech is a right but self-restraint is a virtue” Financial Times February 8. (Q: What is the main argument? Is the role of government questioned? Is Wolf correct in his argument?) 
-Waters, R. (2007) “Web censorship spreading around world, report finds”
Financial Times, March 15

Optional: Waters, R. (2007) “Internet censorship: Repressive governments widen range of stifling techniques” Financial Times  March 15

Week 4 (9/17-9/21) Political ideologies- helping you understand why you hold certain perspectives and beliefs.
Grigsby ch. 5 (Liberalism and Conservatism dominate in all developed countries. Answer the questions at the end of the chapter)
-White, J.K (2002) “What makes the American Polity Unique?” in Rozell, M. J. and John Kenneth White (eds) Contemporary Readings in American Governments New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2002, pp. 1-13. (WebCT) (Q: What are some characteristics of the U.S. system he discusses?)
Week 5 (9/24-9/28) Ideologies continued. Attendance Thursday is required. 
Grigsby ch. 6 (Q: What are the main tenets of fascism? Could it enjoy renewed popularity in the U.S and Europe? Why? Why not? Can the state prevent this?)
-Wolf, M. (2005) “Tough Liberalism is the only response” Financial Times, July 19. What is the argument? Is he correct?
Thursday 9/27 @ 7 pm Kurt Wimer International Relations Lecture “An Insider’s View on Transatlantic Security” By Ambassador Friis Arne Peterse, in Abeloff (by the University Circle). Attendance is mandatory, in return there is no class 11/19. Submit a 1-page summary by 10 am on 10/1, and receive 3 extra points on your final exam
Week 6 (10/1-10/5) 
Grigsby ch. 7 (skip post-modernism, but seek to answer the questions on feminism and environmentalism at the of the chapter)
-Economist (2007) “Climate Change; All Washed Up” April 7, p. 59

-Rachman, G. (2007) “Climate change is not a global crisis – that is the problem” Financial Times April 17

-Magstadt, T. (2006) “Leadership and individual influence.” Select pages, (Handout). (Q: What are some of the characteristic that influence leadership and what are some positive/negative attributes leaders exhibit that are helpful/detrimental to good leadership?)
-Schaffer, M. (2002) “Woodrow Wilson: When to cut your losses; Franklin Roosevelt; The War Machine; Harry Truman: Cornered in the oval; John Kennedy: On the brink; Lyndon Johnson: At war with himself; Richard Nixon: Playing against type” US News & World Report February 25 Vol. 132, no. 6. (WebCT) (Q: What are some of the characteristic that presidents have exhibited? What are some positive/negative attributes presidents have/need/want?) 
-Caldwell, C. (2007) “Who was the worst of all?” Financial Times, May 26-27

Optional: Gergen, D. (2005) “Does Leadership Matter?” (WebCT)  and at

http://www.usnews.com/usnews/news/articles/051031/31gergen.htm
Week 7 (10/9-10/13) We meet Tuesday 
Missiles of October. Take notes during the film, as this is an outstanding display of astute leadership in a crisis situation. There will be numerous questions on leadership on the subsequent quiz, drawing upon the readings and the concepts, ideas and events presented in the film. Pay attention to the leadership skills exhibited, among others patience, avoidance of group think, the use of multiple sources of information and ideas, caution yet determination, track-two (informal) negotiations, and various other bargaining tactics. 
Week 8 (10/15-10/19)
Discussion of the Cuban Missile Crisis and Leadership continued 
A discussion with an American leader and hero: Colin Powell

Midterm exam
Week 9 (10/22-10/26) Comparative politics 
Grigsby ch. 8 Comparative politics 

Democracies tend not to fight each other and are economically more prosperous than non-democracies. But the transitions can be problematic and there are differing schools of thought as to how we best achieve a stable democratic system. Compare the different arguments presented in the readings below.

-Wolf, M.(2006) “Democracy is the wave of the future, but not for everyone” Financial Times,  January 25

-Chipman, J. (2006) “Democracy alone will not bring an end to tyranny” Financial Times, September 29 (What does the author propose we do to better promote stability and prosperity in non-democratic countries? How might this lead to democracy?). 

Optional: Stephens, P. (2006) “Human rights abuses do not begin and end with America” Financial Times, January 20. (In defense of our democracy and why criticism should more often be directed elsewhere). 

Siegle, J. T, M. M. Weinstein, and M. H. Halperin (2004) “Why Democracies Excel” Foreign Affairs, September/October, pp. 57-71 (Look it up through E-journals via the library’s homepage) 
Week 10 (10/29-11/2) 

Grigsby ch. 9 Comparative politics continued. A principle concern in comparing and assessing political similarities and differences relate to interest groups, activities and policies. 
-Pisani, M. (2007) “A high minimum wage is taxing work” Financial Times February 20
How democracies handle a very pressing issue: immigration 

-Dombey, D. and Giles, C. (2006) “The price of prosperity: why fortress Europe needs to lower the drawbridge. Migration an ageing continent must shed its ambivalence and go further down the path trodden by the US” Financial Times, May 18 

Week 11 (11/5-11/9) 
 Grigsby ch. 10 

Parliamentary/presidential and semi-presidential system (excel sheet on WebCT) (Q: What are some similarities and differences between presidential, semi-presidential, and parliamentary systems?). Bring a printout of the excel chart available on WebCT.
Week 12a (11/12-11/16) 

U.S. and international politics: problems, benefits, influence and economics. Over the coming weeks we discuss the importance of economics, international organizations, war and peace (realpolitik), how we solve conflicts and how we study all these issues.
Grigsby ch. 11 and ch 12, p. 264-275.
-Lamont, N. (2005) “Remittances are an effective weapon against poverty“ Financial Times November 17 (How do they work? Why are they better than aid?)
-Stephens, P. (2006) “The decline of old certainties has created a world of disarray” Financial Times, February 3. 
-Sullivan, K. (2006) “For India's Traditional Fishermen, Cellphones Deliver a Sea -Change” The Washington Post, October 15

The World Trade Organization: An informative video field trip to the WTO, with answers to questions about things affecting your daily life (food and gas prices, jobs etc). 

One area scholars and policy makers address, and which we need to address, is a threat that requires a combination of the things we have discussed: trade, development, democratization, and military force, namely terrorism. 
Optional: McGregor, R. (2007) “Only Political Reform Will End Piracy in China” Financial Times April 12 

Stephens, P. (2007) “The West Cannot Hide From the Disordered World Beyond” Financial Times March 18.

Week 12b: no class, see above (9/27)
Week 13  (11/26-11/30) The World’s Strongest Economic Power: The European Union 
EU for Americans (WebCT) 

One organization that more than any other affects you every single day is the largest integration project in history, the world largest trader, and the closest US ally: the European Union. Since we live in an era of unprecedented globalization and interdependence, and our closest allies economically, politically and in the war on terror can be found in Europe we finish this course by looking at this partnership. 
- President George W. Bush (2005) Remarks by the President at Concert Noble Brussels, Belgium, February 21 (WebCT) 
Inside Al-Queda
Week 14 (12/3-12/7) Journals due 12/5) One area scholars have long researched and policy makers have now acknowledged,  is a threat that requires a combination of the things we have discussed  –trade, development, democratization, and military force– namely terrorism. We try to define terrorism, before looking at what the US and Europe are doing to combat terrorism, and whether these methods are working
Grigsby ch. 12 p 261-263. 
-Lind, M. (2005) “The legal debate is over: terrorism is a war crime”

Financial Times, May 3. (Q: What is the main argument? Is the new view of what defines terrorism useful?)

-Wilkinson, P. (2005)”International terrorism: the changing threat and the EU’s response” Chaillot Paper nº 84 European Union Institute for Security Studies, Brussels. P. 9-13, 16-18 Available at http://www.iss-eu.org/chaillot/chai84.pdf
Goldsmith, J. (2007) “The Global Convergence on Terror” Financial Times, August 1.
-Mazzetti, M. (2007) “New Generation of Qaeda Chiefs is Seen on Rise” New York Times, April 2
-Kaplan, L. (2006) “Bush doctrine must survive the Iraq war” Financial Times October 24
Optional: Harkin, J. (2006) “Jumping the gun after cold war deterrence, the US reacted to changing threats with a doctrine of pre-emptive strikes. But this risks accelerating the very crises it is meant to avert”  Financial Times April 22 (What is pre-emption? Is it feasible? Is deterrence alone a feasible option to prevent greater war? Why? Why not?)

Week 15  Final Exam, time TBA
Grading Criteria Grades are absolute (no curve), and calculated based on a possible score of 100.
1. Participation 10%. Presence is a prerequisite for participation….
2. Quizzes 25%
There will be a minimum of 4 quizzes. An announcement will be made on the NEWS section or in class no later than the day of the quiz, and the quiz will be available on WebCT for 24 hrs. Each quiz is timed (25-40 minutes), and no responses will be accepted after the allotted time has expired. Note that you must hit SAVE after each question, and you can NOT return to a question after it is answered, nor can you pass on a question in order to return to it later. Please plan accordingly. You can only take the quiz once; after you begin you must finish at that time. All quiz scores count. Please use campus computers when taking the quizzes as in the past there have been unforeseen problems with personal computers for which we can not be held responsible. You will not be allowed to retake a quiz due to a failure with your personal computer. 
3. Exams 40% (Midterm: 20% Final: 20%)
The exams consist of multiple-choice, matching, fill-in-the-blanks, and short essay questions. 


4.   Journal  25%
Due no later than 7pm, Monday December 3rd. Structure and grammar are weighted equally with content in the grading of journal entries. Failure to include a critique of a scholarly, peer-reviewed, journal article–your fifth entry–will result in zero points for the entire journal. 
There is one extra credit, and should you miss a quiz, for any reason, there is one make-up session: Tuesday week 14 at 10 am in Stroud 415. You may use this for one quiz or exam only, and may not retake a quiz simply to improve your grade. All the abovementioned rules are in place to ensure equality and fairness in course assessment.
-Please note that the syllabus is tentative and potentially subject to change. Please check the “News” section on WebCT regularly-
European Studies Club:

There is a European Studies Club which meets every other week and we participate in school events and also participate in European Union simulations, international and domestic. This is a very rewarding, educational, and fun way to use the knowledge and skill acquired in the classroom in a “real “ setting with students from all over Europe and the United States. See my homepage (see address above) or the political science department homepage under student clubs for more detail.  

Pre-requisite specifically for Eurosim: POLS 101 or 111, and one of POLS 322, 332, 427 or equivalent, or HIST 272, 350 or equivalent.

APPENDIX
How to access Scholarly Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles By Topic.
-Go to the ESU library’s homepage and click on Full-Text Electronic Journals. 

-Scroll down to Search for keywords in e-journals and select one database Business Source Premier, Academic Search Premier, or Military & Government Collection.
-In FIND you type in your keyword (for example terrorism, human rights, or development aid etc). 

-Scroll down and check Full text, check Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journal
-Type in the publication date range in the appropriate spaces

-Under Publication Type highlight Periodical.

-Finally scroll up and click search. 

-On the following page find:  See: All Results
-Click on Academic Journals. 
-Choose an article of interest that is at least 6 pages and click on the article’s title. 
-Find Source: and click on the publication’s name. 
-Scroll down to Peer Reviewed and if it says Yes then the publication is acceptable (otherwise you must find another article). Print this page and attach it to your journal when submitting it. 
-Scroll up and click the Back button, and then print out the full text of the article. 
Articles shorter than 6 pages, and/or “commentaries”, “reviews”, or “book critiques”, are not acceptable articles.

Examples of how to properly reference an article:

MacFarlane, N., 

 HYPERLINK "http://md2.csa.com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/ids70/p_search_form.php?field=au&query=thielking+carolin+j&log=literal&SID=fcf1a2709f5d0d622c09282a0cfc4884" Thielking, C. J., Weiss, T. G. (2004) “The Responsibility to Protect: Is Anyone Interested in Humanitarian Intervention? ”Third World Quarterly, Vol. 25, no. 5, pp. 977-992.
Matthews, R. and  Shambaugh, G.(2005) “The Limits of Terrorism: A Network Perspective” International Studies Review Volume 7 pp.617-627 
Acceptable journals in which to find an article to critique:

Comparative European Politics

European Journal of Political Research

Journal of International Affairs

International Journal of Social Welfare

International Organization

International Politics

International Social Science Journal

International Social Science Review

International Studies Review

Journal of Common Market Studies            

Policy Review                 

Perspectives on Politics 
Political Psychology

Politics and Political Science

Studies in American Political Development

The World Economy

Third World Quarterly

World Politics
Middle East Quarter

Some journals are only available through “Project Muse”. If this is the only data base that appears once you have located the journal on the library’s electronic journal page, click “Project Muse”, search and use “Search For” to type in all or parts of the title of the article. Leave the “Within” box with “Muse journals available at your institution”. Click search, and click on your article.

You can also locate an article through “Project Muse” by clicking on “Journals” instead of “Search” on “Project Muse” homepage. You can then use the article’s reference information (volume and issue) to retrieve your article. 

Chipman, J. (2006) “Democracy alone will not bring an end to tyranny “ Financial Times
For much of the past five years the US, with the strong support of the UK, has argued that the spread of democracy is not only an ideal but a strategic necessity. Democracies, the argument runs, tend not to go to war with each other and provide environments in which radicalism cannot flourish. In the long war on terror, realpolitik demands the diffusion of democratic values. Yet, while today's democracies shun interstate conflict, those in the past have not always been so well-behaved. And while India can point to its democracy as a reason why its Muslim population is less prone to extremism, the well-rooted democracy of the UK has not prevented the development of home-grown terrorists.

The judgment as to the stability and potential friendliness of other states turns much more on how well they are governed than on how their leaders are chosen. From a strategic point of view, the key distinction is not between those states that are democratic and those that are not, but between those that are well-governed and those that are dysfunctional. 
The US is beginning to accept this reality tacitly. In fact, the attempted merger between idealism and realpolitik at the core of American foreign policy has been laid to rest.Quite contrary to White’s summary, and Wolf’s argument of liberalism needed in U.S.’ FP.

Of course the strategic language at the highest level still pays tribute to the ideal of the universal spread of democracy and the ending of tyranny. Presidential speeches tout the importance of spreading liberal values, and no policy statement is complete without a reference to electoral practices. But the diplomatic practice delivers much greater homage to the need to solve problems and deal with the world on the terms America finds it, rather than on the terms the US might wish to create.

This has become all the more so because the political, military and diplomatic imbroglio established in Iraq had, by 2006, sapped the entrepreneurial flair with which the first-term Bush presidency had sought to conduct foreign policy. Creating a "market need" for democracy and then selling it to as many "buyers" as possible was an impractical way to maintain and build alliances for the "war on terror". Similarly, the electoral outcome in Palestine that saw Hamas take power was a sharp reminder that elections can be won and power secured by those with unpalatable agendas.

Different colours other than black and white - even a bit of grey - are therefore slowly being re-introduced to the American diplomatic palette. This is welcome, though it naturally means passing through a phase of apparent double standards and rhetorical contradiction. The US favours ending tyranny and promoting democracy, but finds itself supporting strategically important autocrats who shun elections. Democracy for all is not a realizable goal, and its unqualified pursuit would lead to more instability.
On the other hand, working with the status quo without regard for democratic values will only disenchant those abroad with liberal programs and strengthen cynical usurpers of power.
The compromise between sticking to a distant goal, and making a full U-turn, is to adjust the aim. The US and its allies would be well advised to focus on good governance as a key foreign policy goal, one that if achieved would serve most of the security requirements putatively addressed by smooth democratization.
Defining good governance to include many of the attributes enjoyed by modern democracies, while accepting that good governance can be practised by leaders with benign intent who owe their legitimacy more to consent than to poll results, permits a freer and fuller dialogue with developing societies. It need not mean abandonment of the goal that power be checked.
A society that allows the space for private institutions to flourish, the media to speak, parties to form, foreign direct investment to flourish, protection of private property and reasonable individual freedom to develop within the rule of law creates its own checks on the unbridled exercise of executive power. These are necessary steps on the road to full democratic practices.
Good governance without full electoral democracy is probably safer strategically than is democracy without transparent and effective governance.
In their own strategic interests, the US and its closest friends should work more carefully to strike the right balance between the advocacy of democracy, the promotion of good governance and the conduct of practical relations with strategically important actors.

The writer is director-general of the International Institute for Strategic Studies, London
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