A thesis statement:
· tells the reader how you will interpret the significance of the subject matter under discussion. 

· is a road map for the paper; in other words, it tells the reader what to expect from the rest of the paper. 

· directly answers the question asked of you. A thesis is an interpretation of a question or subject, not the subject itself. The subject (e.g. World Wars), and specific topic (e.g. the role of handguns in world wars), must offer a way to understand wars and the role of handguns that others might dispute. 

· is usually a single sentence somewhere in your first paragraph that presents your argument to the reader. The rest of the paper, the body of the essay, gathers and organizes evidence that will persuade the reader of the logic of your interpretation. 

A common problem with writing good thesis sentences is finding the words or phrases that best capture both the important elements and the significance of the essay’s argument. It is not always easy to summarize several paragraphs or several pages into concise key terms that, when combined in one sentence, can effectively describe the argument.

However, taking the time to find the right words offers writers a significant edge in the clarity and organization of their arguments. Concise and appropriate terms will help both the writer and the reader keep track of what the essay will show, and how it will show it.

Source: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Writing Center 

Your Master’s Thesis proposal must include the following sections and answer the following questions:
Study question- one sentence. What are your hypotheses? What do you seek to answer?
Background/justification and Timeliness Why is it this interesting? What has been written, investigated or proposed on this topic? What is your main thesis? 
Unit of analysis 

Methodology: How will you conduct your research? Are there conceptual problems with your variables? Why have you chosen these cases, units, measures etc? If so how will you address this? What are you actually going to look at to answer your question?
Data and data sources What sources will you use and why? Are there any problems? 
Problems Are there endogeneity, reliability, or validity problems? Are there other limitations or problems that you are aware of that can or cannot be addressed?
Other: 

What are your definitions and why?

Are there other limitations or problems that you are aware of that can or cannot be addressed?

(Keep tentative chapter outlines in mind as you work through the above)

